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Manage ocean energy and mineral resources on the Outer 
Continental Shelf in a safe and environmentally sound manner.
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Program Areas

• Oil and Gas
5 year leasing plan, regional lease sales

• Renewable Energy
Site identification through stakeholder input and 
state task forces

• Marine Minerals
Through negotiated agreement with state and local 
entities



Science for Informed Decisions



1) use-inspired to apply results towards 
management decisions

2) held to the utmost scientific integrity and 
credibility

3) seek partnerships to leverage funds and 
maximize utility of results

4) engage regularly with stakeholders and public 
educational outreach for quality assurance, 
peer-review planning, and data dissemination
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Science Informed DecisionsESP Spending by DisciplineESP Principles



• Baseline / Benchmark
• Cause and Effect, Process
• Monitoring

 Types of Studies

Environmental Studies Program
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NEPA

Clean Air Act

Clean Water 
Act

Coastal Zone 
Management

Endangered 
Species Act

Magnuson-St
evens 

Fishery 
Conservation 

and 
Management 

Act

Marine 
Mammal 

Protection 
Act

Migratory 
Bird Treaty 

Act

E.O. 13186

National 
Historic 

Preservation 
Act

E.O. 11593

Tribal 
Consultation

E.O. 12898

Environ-men
tal Justice

Science / Assessment Influence

Science

Experience 

Traditional Knowledge

Stakeholder Input

Public Involvement

Change

Incomplete Information

Uncertainty

Effects

Mitigation

Adaptive Management

DECISIONS



Science for Informed Decisions



Environmental Program



Study Development 
Plan (SDP) 

allows ideas to flow 
with a look toward 

future


